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November 12, 2013

The Honorable George Miller

U.S. House of Representatives

2205 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Richard Hanna
U.S. House of Representatives
319 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Miller and Mr. Hanna:

On behalf of ZERO TO THREE: National Center on Infants, Toddlers, and Families, | am pleased
to offer our support for the Strong Start for America’s Children Act. We greatly appreciate your
leadership in proposing bold new investments in the early development and learning of
children, starting at birth, as a means to secure a brighter future for them as well as our
country. With its comprehensive vision, this bill is a milestone in the effort to establish early
childhood as a critical first segment of education policy.

We particularly appreciate the bill’s birth-to-five arc, with the inclusion of services for infants
and toddlers. As you know, at-risk children begin falling behind almost from birth, and
significant learning gaps are evident long before they cross the threshold of a preschool door.
The bill recognizes the challenges of reaching and supporting the earliest development of
vulnerable infants and toddlers by proposing to reach them wherever they are, through home
visiting, Early Head Start, and high-quality child care. We are especially pleased at the
opportunity provided in the Prekindergarten Access program for states to use some of these
funds to build high-quality early care and learning programs for infants and toddlers. This
provision is an important signal to states of the need to direct attention to the earliest learners
if they are to prevent or minimize the gaps we see as children enter prekindergarten. In that
way, the preK experience will be one of forging ahead, rather than playing catch up.

Thank you again for your leadership and untiring work on behalf of our nation’s youngest
children. We look forward to working with you to help this bill move forward and, in particular,
strengthen those portions aimed at giving infants and toddlers a strong start on the path to
school readiness.

Sincerely,

Matthew E. Melmed
Executive Director
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